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Slide (EN)
Swiss Educational System

Swiss Universities (EN, DE, FR. IT) Swiss Universities

Program from the Swiss Student Union to support 

Refugees' access to University (EN)
Perspectives Studies

Pasarelle

Admissions Process

Cantonal Baccalaureate Schools for Adults (DE) Kantonale Maturitätschule für Erwachsene

13
Specialized Baccalaureate

Fachmaturität FMS
13 Vocational Baccalaureate Schools (DE) Kanton Zürich Berufsmaturitaetsschule

Kaufmann/-frau Informatiker/in 
Specialized Baccalaureate Program  

1 year Praktikum & Matura thesis
Business vocational school (DE) Kanton Zürich Handelsmittelschule

12

Cambridge First Certificate in 

English 

DELF B1-B2

ICT Advanced-User SIZ

Cambridge First Certificate in 

English 

DELF B1-B2

Specialized School Diploma 

Fachmittelschulausweis
12 Computer Science vocational school (DE) Kanton Zürich Informatikmittelschule

Federal VET Certificate

Eidg. Berufsattest (EBA)
Business vocational school

Handelsmittelschule (HMS) / 

Wirtschaftsmittelschule (VMS)

Computer Science vocational 

school

Informatikmittelschule (IMS)

Specialized School

Fachmiittelschule (FMS)
Swiss Specialized Schools (DE) Fachmittelschule Schweiz

Kanton Zürich Fachmittelschule - FMS (DE) Fachmittelschule

Liceo Artistico (DE) Liceo Artistico

Kanton Zürich Gymnasium (DE) Kanton Zürich Gymnasium

City of Zürich Career Center for Joung People (DE) Zürich Stadt Laufbahnzentrum fuer Jugendliche

SRF Dokumentary about ChagALL program which 

supports students with migrant Background to 

continue their Education in Baccalaureate Schools 

(DE) 

Chancengleichheit in der Bildung | Mit 

Migrationshintergrund ans Gymnasium 

Secondary Diploma for Adults (DE) Bildungsabschluss Nachholen 

Max. 17 years old Max. 18 years old Max. 18 years old
Bridge Year Programs (DE) Brücken Angebote

Admissions Test

ZAP-Zentrale Aufnahmeprüfung

3. Sek (Niveau A oder B)

Admissions 

Test

ZAP / Grades

Graduation 

Thesis during 1 

year

Career Prepraration year (DE) Stadt Zürich Berufsvorbereitung

Optional Bridge Year 

Programs

Brückenangebote

List of Swiss Private Schools (DE, FR, EN) Privatschulen Schweiz

9 Arts & Sports School Zürich Kunst- und Sportschule

EDUCA, Swiss Education System Swiss Education System

Admissions Test

ZAP / Grades
The Swiss Education System at a Glance (EN) Swiss Education System Graphic

8 8
Swiss Information Portal for Eduation, Jobs and 

Professional Development (DE, FR, IT, RM)
Berufsberatung

7 7
Central Admission Tests

Deadlines (DE)
ZAP-Zentrale Aufnahmeprüfung

City of Zürich Secondary School (EN) Secondary School

Broshure Primary to Secondary Shool Transfer (DE, 

EN, ES, IT, TR, SR, BS, PT, FR, HR)
Von der Primarschule in die Sekundarschule.html

Kanton Zürich Educational System (EN) Kanton ZH Educational System

Social Services School Pfingstweid Pfingstweid Schulsozialarbeit

1-2 1-2
City of Zürich Special Educational Support (EN, 

linked pages in DE)
City of Züerich Special Educational Support

2.KG

1. KG

Music and movement

Basics for Reading, Writting, 

Math

2.KG

1. KG

City of Zürich Compulsory School System overview 

(EN)
School System Zürich City

Learning Curriculum 2021 for KG, Primary, and 

Secondary School (DE)
Der Zürcher Lehrplan 21

Home School Association of Switzerland (EN, DE) Bildung zu Hause.

Study in a Swiss School Abroad (EN, ES, IT, FR, DE) Swiss Schools Abroad

Out of school childcare services 

(Unterrichtsergänzende Kinderbetreuung) Infosheet 

(EN)

Childcare

Zürich City Day School System (DE) Stadt Zuerich Tagesschule 2025
Day Schools (Tagesschulen)

Municipality Voluntary offer

Compulsory School (11 

years)

Obligatorische Schulzeit 

(11 Jahre)

DESCENTRALIZED 

SYSTEM - "1 Land - 26 

Schulsysteme"

Children have a right to free 

Education in a public school

It is mandatory that children 

attend school during these 

years

The objective of the school 

system is equal opportunity. 

Each kid must receive the 

best possible education and 

be individually developed 

during the entire school time

Der Zürcher Lehrplan 21:

The curriculum 2021 forms 

the basis for the lessons and 

the timetables at the 

elementary school.

3 Levels in Math, German, 

French, English. Level I is 

the most advanced

Two (or three) Secondary 

School Divisions, Level A 

being the most demanding

Optional Bridge Year 

Programs

Brückenangebote

Children spend a large part of the day with their colleagues at school.   School and childcare closely linked in terms of organization, education and space.

Depending on the model, they have lunch, receive help with homework, and/or are looked after during their free time.

Parts of the offer may be mandatory outside of the lesson - for example lunch.

Depending on the municipality, whole schools are run entirely as day schools or only parts of them.

2xYear (3x in the first year) the 

student can transfer school 

divisions or subject levels.

The decision depends on the joint 

assessment between the parents 

and the school.

Mid February 6th class: 

Assessment by Teachers and 

Parents

Gesamtbeurteilung Lehrpersonen 

und Eltern

Elementary School 

Transfer to Secondary

1st/2nd quartal the school 

informs about the secondary 

school system

Independent Learning & 

Socialization.

1. Languages (German, English - 

3. class, French - 5. class);

2. Mathematics

Homeschooling

Swiss Schools abroad 

Childcare

Zweite Zyklus, 4 Jahre  (2. Cycle, 4 years):

Elementary School 3.-6. Class

Erste Zyclus: Primarschule 3.-6. Klasse

Erste Zyklus, 4 Jahre  (1. Cycle, 4 years):

Elementary School 1.-2. Class

Primarschule 1.-2. Klasse

Kindergarden 1.KG & 2. KG

Kindergarten

All children who are four years old on July 31st attend 

kindergarten from mid-August

Block schedule in the 

Pfingstweid School:

Morning: 08:15 - 11:55 (4 lessons 

of 45 minutes)

Afternoon: 13:30 - 16:00 (2 

lessons of 45 minutes 

+ ILZ - Individuelle Lern Zeit 45 

min)

1. KG & 2 KG children attend the 

morning block every day

 2.KG children attend two 

afternoons a week.  Dropoff 

8:15a.m./1:40 p.m.

Bridging years are intended for young people who have not 

found a training place after completing compulsory schooling. 

They prepare for an education at upper secondary level, i.e. 

an apprenticeship or a general school.

State:

1. Career Preparation year / Berufsvorbereitungsjahr (BVJ)

2. Motivationssemester (SEMO)

3. Pre-Aprenticeship / Vorlehre

4.Integration Pre-Aprenticeship / Integrationsvorlehre

Playful learning

Swiss German / German

Social competencies

* By Parents or a private Teacher                              * When taking place for more than one year, must be carried out by a professional Teacher

Swiss Schooling outside of Switzerland (Schweizer Schulen im Ausland)

The municipalities in the canton of Zurich are legally obliged to provide care for kindergarten children and primary and secondary school pupils from Monday to Friday between 7.30 a.m. and 6 p.m. in addition to school lessons.

Care during the block times (c.a. 8:15  a.m. to 11:55 p.m.) ** is free. 

All other offers are to be paid for by the parents at tariffs set by the municipalities. 

Private: 

Preliminary course / Vorkurs 

Social year/ Sozialjahr

Internship / Praktikum

Work assignment/ Arbeitseinsatz

Private: 

Preparation for Middleschool / Mittelschulvorbereitung

Language exchange / Schprachaufenthalte

Secondary School for Adults /  Sek-Abschluss nachholen

- Registration for

Gymnasium

in 2021, 15.01 or 10.02., ask the 

current teacher

- Attend for school information 

evenings

  3.3 Geography, history, civic education 

(Räume, Zeiten, Gesellschaften)

 3.4 Religion, Culture, and Ethics (Religionen, 

Kulturen, Ethik)

4. Creative Design and Textile &

    Technical Design

5. Music

6. Movement and Sport

7. Media and IT (2nd and 3rd class)

2. Mathematics

3. Natural sciences, Humanities 

and Social Sciences:

3.1 Nature - Biology, chemistry, 

physics (Natur & Technik)

  3.2 Home economics (Wirtschaft, 

Arbeit, Haushalt)

In April: Second meeting if not in 

agreement with the school's 

reccommendation

In June: Final Decision by School's Governing 

Board

1 & 2. 

Secondary I

3. Sekondary II

Prepare for ZAP

Find 

Aprenticeship

Project Work

3. Natural sciences, Social 

Sciences and Humanities

4. Arts (Design, music, dance)

5. Music

6. Physical Education & Health

Special educational support for children with remarkable abilities, 

learning disabilities, and/or behavioural issues:

- German as a second language (DaZ)

- Integrative support / Integrative Förderung 

    - Individual Learning Time (ILZ - Individuelle Lernzeit)

- Psychotherapy

- Gifted and talented pupils

- Audio educational activities

- Speech-Language Pathology

- Special needs schools

- Psychomotor therapy

School social Services is a point of contact for social issues and 

problems at school and in the family. It is located directly in the school 

building and is aimed at children, young people, their families as well as 

teachers, employees and kindergarten teachers.

1. Grundlagenfächer:

- Erstsprache

-Zweite Landessprache

- Dritte Sprache (dritte 

Landessprache, Englisch 

oder eine alte Sprache)

- Mathematik

- Biologie

- Chemie

- Physik

- Geschichte

- Geografie

- Bildnerisches Gestalten 

und/oder Musik

2. Schwerpunktfach

3. Ergänzungsfach

4. Maturitätsprofile:

- Altsprachliches

- Neusprachliches 

- Mathematisch-

Naturwissenschaftliches

- Wirtschaftlich-Rechtliches

- Musisches

Marutitätsarbeit

Zweisprachige Maturität

PROBRATION TIME 6 

MONTHS

1. Basic Subjects:

- First language

- Second national language

- Third language (national 

language, English or an old 

language)

- Mathematics

- Bology

- Chemistry

- Physics

- History

- Geography

- Art and / or music

2. Major

3. Minor

4. Matura profile:

- Old-languages

- Modern languages 

- Mathematical and scientific

- Economic and legal 

- Musical profile

- Immersion (EN)

5 Professional Profiles:

- Health & Natural Sciences

- Paedagogy / Teacher Education

- Communikation and Information

- Music

- Theater

Year 1: General Knowledge & 2 weeks 

Praktikum

+ 2professional profiles

Thesis + Practical training required

Admissions Test

ZAP-Zentrale 

Aufnahmeprüfung / /Grades

3 years

- Kantonsschulen Zürich Nord 

(Langgymnasium, Kurzgymnasium, 

Fachmittelschule)

- Kantonschule Rychenberg (Langgymnasium 

und Fachmittelschule)

- Die Freie Evangelische Schule (private 

Fachmittelschule und 10. Schuljahr)

Graduation Thesis 3rd Year

Swimming one lesson per week obligatory. 1st - 

4th class.

3-6 6

Working world

Berufswelt

7. Media and IT (5th and 6th class) 

Professional Education

Höhere Berufsbildung

Universities

Hochschulen

Federal: Vocational Education & Training (VET)

Berufliche Grundbildung




Federal Diploma of Higher 

Education Examinations

Berufsprüfungen BP

University of Applied Sciences

Fachhochschulen (FH) 

Swiss University and ETH

Universität

General Baccalaureate

Gymnasiale Maturität

Baccalaureate School

Gymnasiale Maturitätsschule

Colleges of Higher Education

Höheren Fachschulen (HF)

Work Experience

Berufspraxis

Short Baccalaureate School / 

Short Arts and Sports 

Baccalaureate School

 Kurzgymnasium / Kunst & Sport 

Kurzgymnasium

4 years

By End of March: if in agreement, 

School issues reccommendaton

Abstract and critical thinking

Sense of self, autonomy, group 

belonging.

Professional Orientation (Career 

guidance and vocational preparation)

1. Languages (German, English,  

French, Italian) 

Master / Bachelor 

Master / Bachelor 

University of Teacher Education

Pädagogischen Hochschulen (PH)

Dritte Zyklus, 3 Jahre:

Secondary School 

(3 years)

A or B, C in some 

municipalities

Sekundarschule 

(3 Jahre) 

Arts & Sports School 

Zürich

Kunst- und Sportschule 

Zürich (K+S)

Kanton: Highschools Algemeinbildende Schulen

Federal Vocational Baccalaurate BM + EFZ

Berufsmaturität (BM) + Eidg. Fähigkeitszeugnis (EFZ)

Apprenticeship 

3 or 4 years

Training for work in a 

particular profession

Federal VET Diploma:

Eidg. Fähigkeitszeugnis 

(EFZ)

Apprenticeship 

3 - 5 years

Option BM1: during VET taking 

additional classes

Option BM2: After VET, classes 

for skilled professionals

Option 3: after receiving Federal 

VET diploma, write the Federal 

Vocational Baccalaurate 

Examinations

Federal Vocational 

Baccalaurate EFZ + BM

Eidg. Fähigkeitszeugnis (EFZ) + 

Berufsmaturität (BM)

Advanced Federal 

Diploma of Higher 

Education Examinations

Höhere Fach- prüfungen 

HFP

-Business (Economics, Law, 

Finance, Accounting)  

-Intensive training in IT 

applications, communication, & 

administration

- IT and business (Economics, 

Law, Finance, Accounting)

- (ZLI) modularized IT training in 

cooperation with vocational 

schools and the Zurich teaching 

association ICT                                                

Internationally renowned Education.  i.e. Universität Zürich  26,000 Students, 7 Faculties, 1,000 Disciplines.  Administered by the Kanton ZH.

Eidgenösische, Technische Hochschule (ETH) : 17'000 students from 80+ countries, 5 Faculties, 30 degrees. Administered by Central Government.

Zürcher Fachhochschule (ZFH): 14'000 Students, 5 schools, 36 degrees. Administered by the Kanton ZH.

 Zürich University of Teacher Education 4000 students, >12,000 continuing professional development participants/year

-General knowledge (Languages, History, Math, Science)

Language Exchange

Practical YeaR

The Swiss School System - Fokus Zürich (S. Portner, Pfingstweidschule Elternrat, June 2021)

Finalized in June 2021 - As our school system is dynamic and constantly improving, please visit the original state sources for exact detailed information

Admissions Test

ZAP-Zentrale Aufnahmeprüfung

2. oder 3. Sek (Niveau A oder B)

Optional 

Bilingual 

Baccalaureate10

Upper Secondary 

Education

Sekundarstuffe II

9

Long Baccalaureate 

School / Long Arts and 

Sports Baccalaureate 

School

 Langymnasium / Kunst & 

Sport Langgymnasium

6 years

Liceo Artistico 

5 years

Tertiary Level Education

Master / Bachelor 

Master / Bachelor 

PhD / Doktorat Master Bachelor

PhD / Doktorat Master Bachelor 

Apprenticeship

Berufslehre

2 years

Federally recognized 

Professional Qualification 
 4 years

-Kantonsschule Büelrain (Wirtschaftsgymnasium, Handels- und 

Informatikmittelschule)

-Kantonsschule Enge  (Handelsmittelschule)

-Kantonsschule Hottingen (Wirtschaftsgynasium, Handels- und 

Informatikmittelschule)

Graduation Thesis 3rd Year
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